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‘“Getting the Breaks”’ 
(Continued from page 697) 


care for the poor. All he wanted was 
the money. 

We hear similar criticisms of conse- 
crated lives. Here is a life consecrated 
to the Lord for the missionary field. The 
critic says, “Why this waste of money 
and life, when we need: missionaries here 
at home?” Is he interested in the souls 
of others here at home? If the critic 
were, he would be interested in the souls 
of the dying millions in other lands, also. 
The critic condemns such consecration 
as going too far, getting too serious, as 
fanaticism. He is following a poor ex- 
ample—Judas, whose heart was full of 
Satan, who sold his Lord for the price of 
a slave, who committed suicide. Friend 
critic, I’d change company if I were you. 

Such complete consecration of our all 
will always be commended by our Lord. 
“Let her alone ... she hath done a good 
work.” “She hath done a beautiful work.” 
“She hath done what she could.” What 
have you done, critic Judas? Jesus 
commended her for it. Her motive was 
that of genuine love for Him. She did it 
out of joy; she realized that He was 
going to come forth from the grave. It 
took the death, burial, and resurrection 
on the fourth day of her brother Lazarus 
to teach her this great truth. 

She gave her all. What have you given, 
Judas? You haven’t given your heart 
and loyalty and love to Me! All you give 
to the poor belongs to someone else. 
You’re only the treasurer. You are even 
stealing it from the poor right now. She 
has done what she could. That is all He 
expected of her. How far-reaching was 
that little act of love and devotion! It 
was a broken alabaster box. Deeds and 
words of broken lives likewise are far- 
reaching. The world may condemn it, but 
our Lord will commend. 


D. YOU EVER WATCH A TEAM 
of grown colts being broken? They have 
been allowed to run loose in the pastures. 
They have never known discipline or 
work. All they have known is eating, 
drinking, sleeping, and playing. Now their 
master desires to use them. They are 
driven into the barn, fed some oats, and 
a halter is coaxed on them, then a 
bridle. A collar is slipped into position. 
After much stomping and kicking and 
profuse objection, a harness is thrown 
upon them and secured. The very feel of 
it and the rattle of it startles them. They 
are now led out to a heavy wagon and 
hitched to it. With the reins in the 
trained hands of their master in the 
driver’s seat, they are started off in the 
process of being “broken.” 

Some teams try to run away; others 
simply balk and rear up on their hind 
legs, and make a terrifying scene to the 
casual observer. Others submit at once 
and soon become a faithful team. After 
much patience and continued “workouts” 
by the master, the less submissive begin 
to show signs of being broken. They are 
ready to pull together. They now are 
faithful servants. 

This reminds us of many Christians. 
How they rebel against getting the 
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breaks! They want to get to heaven, and 
are saved, but in the meantime they 
just want to play along the rest of the 
way. Anything but putting on the 
harness and really serving their Lord and 
Master. Often God has to “break them” 
in the sickroom, or down in the valleys. 
When they are finally broken, they are 
glad to put on His yoke, finding it easy 
and His burden light. 

When I was a lad, we lived on a ranch 
in Alberta, Canada. The land had never 
been cultivated before. I shall never 
forget the tedious task of breaking those 
fields. The trees had to be cut down 
and the roots removed, the underbrush 
had to be cut away. In the early spring, 
the field was plowed. What a crop of 
roots the plow turned up for us! These 
all had to be picked up and hauled off 
the field and burned. The larger stones 
had to be dug out and hauled off. Finally 
it was ready for the seed. Eventually 
harvest time arrived, and what a yield 
from those fertile, virgin fields! It takes 
broken ground to bear much fruit. It 
was painful for the ground to thus get 
the breaks, but it made it productive. It 
was no longer barren ground, waste land. 

Are you a productive plot of ground 
for the Lord of harvest? Are you a fruit- 
bearing Christian? “The fruit of the 
righteous is a tree of life; and he that 
winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30). The 
broken Christian will be a soul-winner. 

Perhaps you haven’t been “getting the 
breaks,” as you have desired them. Per- 
chance you need to get some breaks 
first from God. Examine your life in the 
light of these “breaks.” 
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